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K – United Nations Security Council

Security Council Resolution 1540 

[2004] 

The Security Council, 

Affirming that proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons, as well as their means of delivery, constitutes a threat to 
international peace and security, 

Reaffirming, in this context, the Statement of its President adopted 
at the Council’s meeting at the level of Heads of State and 
Government on 31 January 1992 (S/23500), including the need for 
all Member States to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control 
and disarmament and to prevent proliferation in all its aspects of all 
weapons of mass destruction, 

Recalling also that the Statement underlined the need for all 
Member States to resolve peacefully in accordance with the Charter 
any problems in that context threatening or disrupting the 
maintenance of regional and global stability, 

Affirming its resolve to take appropriate and effective actions against 
any threat to international peace and security caused by the 
proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their 
means of delivery, in conformity with its primary responsibilities, as 
provided for in the United Nations Charter, 

Affirming its support for the multilateral treaties whose aim is to 
eliminate or prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons and the importance for all States parties to these 
treaties to implement them fully in order to promote international 
stability, 

Welcoming efforts in this context by multilateral arrangements which 
contribute to non-proliferation, 

Affirming that prevention of proliferation of nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons should not hamper international cooperation in 
materials, equipment and technology for peaceful purposes while 
goals of peaceful utilization should not be used as a cover for 
proliferation, 

Gravely concerned by the threat of terrorism and the risk that non-
State actors* such as those identified in the United Nations list 
established and maintained by the Committee established under 
Security Council resolution 1267 and those to whom resolution 1373 
applies, may acquire, develop, traffic in or use nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons and their means of delivery, 

Gravely concerned by the threat of illicit trafficking in nuclear, 
chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery, and 
related materials, which adds a new dimension to the issue of 
proliferation of such weapons and also poses a threat to 
international peace and security, 

Recognizing the need to enhance coordination of efforts on national, 
subregional, regional and international levels in order to strengthen 
a global response to this serious challenge and threat to international 
security, 

Recognizing that most States have undertaken binding legal 
obligations under treaties to which they are parties, or have made 
other commitments aimed at preventing the proliferation of nuclear, 
chemical or biological weapons, and have taken effective measures 
to account for, secure and physically protect sensitive materials, 
such as those required by the Convention on the Physical Protection 
of Nuclear Materials and those recommended by the IAEA Code of 
Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources, 

Recognizing further the urgent need for all States to take additional 
effective measures to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical 
or biological weapons and their means of delivery, 

Encouraging all Member States to implement fully the disarmament 
treaties and agreements to which they are party, 

Reaffirming the need to combat by all means, in accordance with 

the Charter of the United Nations, threats to international peace and 
security caused by terrorist acts, 

Determined to facilitate henceforth an effective response to global 
threats in the area of non-proliferation, 

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

1. Decides that all States shall refrain from providing any form of 
support to non-State actors that attempt to develop, acquire, 
manufacture, possess, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical 
or biological weapons and their means of delivery; 

2. Decides also that all States, in accordance with their national 
procedures, shall adopt and enforce appropriate effective laws 
which prohibit any non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, 
possess, develop, transport, transfer or use nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons and their means of delivery, in particular for 
terrorist purposes, as well as attempts to engage in any of the 
foregoing activities, participate in them as an accomplice, assist or 
finance them; 

3. Decides also that all States shall take and enforce effective 
measures to establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation 
of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of 
delivery, including by establishing appropriate controls over related 
materials and to this end shall: 

(a) Develop and maintain appropriate effective measures to 
account for and secure such items in production, use, storage 
or transport; 

(b) Develop and maintain appropriate effective physical 
protection measures; 

(c) Develop and maintain appropriate effective border controls 
and law enforcement efforts to detect, deter, prevent and 
combat, including through international cooperation when 
necessary, the illicit trafficking and brokering in such items in 
accordance with their national legal authorities and legislation 
and consistent with international law; 

(d) Establish, develop, review and maintain appropriate 
effective national export and trans-shipment controls over such 
items, including appropriate laws and regulations to control 
export, transit, trans-shipment and re-export and controls on 
providing funds and services related to such export and trans-
shipment such as financing, and transporting that would 
contribute to proliferation, as well as establishing end-user 
controls; and establishing and enforcing appropriate criminal or 
civil penalties for violations of such export control laws and 
regulations; 

4. Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional 
rules of procedure, for a period of no longer than two years, a 
Committee of the Security Council, consisting of all members of the 
Council, which will, calling as appropriate on other expertise, report 
to the Security Council for its examination, on the implementation of 
this resolution, and to this end calls upon States to present a first 
report no later than six months from the adoption of this resolution to 
the Committee on steps they have taken or intend to take to 
implement this resolution; 

5. Decides that none of the obligations set forth in this resolution shall 
be interpreted so as to conflict with or alter the rights and obligations 
of State Parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the 
Chemical Weapons Convention and the Biological and Toxin 
Weapons Convention or alter the responsibilities of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency or the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons; 

6. Recognizes the utility in implementing this resolution of effective 
national control lists and calls upon all Member States, when 
necessary, to pursue at the earliest opportunity the development of 
such lists; 

7. Recognizes that some States may require assistance in 
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implementing the provisions of this resolution within their territories 
and invites States in a position to do so to offer assistance as 
appropriate in response to specific requests to the States lacking the 
legal and regulatory infrastructure, implementation experience 
and/or resources for fulfilling the above provisions; 

 

8. Calls upon all States: 

(a) To promote the universal adoption and full implementation, 
and, where necessary, strengthening of multilateral treaties to 
which they are parties, whose aim is to prevent the proliferation 
of nuclear, biological or chemical weapons; 

(b) To adopt national rules and regulations, where it has not yet 
been done, to ensure compliance with their commitments under 
the key multilateral non-proliferation treaties; 

(c) To renew and fulfil their commitment to multilateral 
cooperation, in particular within the framework of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the Biological and Toxin 
Weapons Convention, as important means of pursuing and 
achieving their common objectives in the area of non-
proliferation and of promoting international cooperation for 
peaceful purposes; 

(d) To develop appropriate ways to work with and inform 
industry and the public regarding their obligations under such 
laws; 

9. Calls upon all States to promote dialogue and cooperation on non-
proliferation so as to address the threat posed by proliferation of 
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons, and their means of 
delivery; 

10. Further to counter that threat, calls upon all States, in accordance 
with their national legal authorities and legislation and consistent with 
international law, to take cooperative action to prevent illicit trafficking 
in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, their means of delivery, 
and related materials; 

11. Expresses its intention to monitor closely the implementation of 
this resolution and, at the appropriate level, to take further decisions 
which may be required to this end; 

12. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Security Council Resolution 1887 

[2009] 

The Security Council, 

Resolving to seek a safer world for all and to create the conditions 
for a world without nuclear weapons, in accordance with the goals 
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), in 
a way that promotes international stability, and based on the 
principle of undiminished security for all, 

Reaffirming the Statement of its President adopted at the Council’s 
meeting at the level of Heads of State and Government on 31 
January 1992 (S/23500), including the need for all Member States 
to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and disarmament 
and to prevent proliferation in all its aspects of all weapons of mass 
destruction, 

Recalling also that the above Statement (S/23500) underlined the 
need for all Member States to resolve peacefully in accordance with 
the Charter any problems in that context threatening or disrupting 
the maintenance of regional and global stability, 

Reaffirming that proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and 
their means of delivery, constitutes a threat to international peace 
and security, 

Bearing in mind the responsibilities of other organs of the United 
Nations and relevant international organizations in the field of 
disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation, as well as the 
Conference on Disarmament, and supporting them to continue to 
play their due roles, 

Underlining that the NPT remains the cornerstone of the nuclear 
non-proliferation regime and the essential foundation for the pursuit 

of nuclear disarmament and for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 

Reaffirming its firm commitment to the NPT and its conviction that 
the international nuclear non-proliferation regime should be 
maintained and strengthened to ensure its effective implementation, 
and recalling in this regard the outcomes of past NPT Review 
Conferences, including the 1995 and 2000 final documents, 

Calling for further progress on all aspects of disarmament to 
enhance global security, 

Recalling the Statement by its President adopted at the Council’s 
meeting held on 19 November 2008 (S/PRST/2008/43), 

Welcoming the decisions of those non-nuclear-weapon States that 
have dismantled their nuclear weapons programs or renounced the 
possession of nuclear weapons, 

Welcoming the nuclear arms reduction and disarmament efforts 
undertaken and accomplished by nuclear-weapon States, and 
underlining the need to pursue further efforts in the sphere of nuclear 
disarmament, in accordance with Article VI of the NPT, 

Welcoming in this connection the decision of the Russian Federation 
and the United States of America to conduct negotiations to 
conclude a new comprehensive legally binding agreement to 
replace the Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic 
Offensive Arms, which expires in December 2009, 

Welcoming and supporting the steps taken to conclude nuclear-
weapon-free zone treaties and reaffirming the conviction that the 
establishment of internationally recognized nuclear-weapon-free 
zones on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the 
States of the region concerned, and in accordance with the 1999 
United Nations Disarmament Commission guidelines, enhances 
global and regional peace and security, strengthens the nuclear 
non-proliferation regime, and contributes toward realizing the 
objectives of nuclear disarmament, 

Noting its support, in this context, for the convening of the Second 
Conference of States Parties and signatories of the Treaties that 
establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones to be held in New York on 
30 April 2010, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 825 (1993), 1695 (2006), 1718 (2006), 
and 1874 (2009), 

Reaffirming its resolutions 1696 (2006), 1737 (2006), 1747 (2007), 
1803 (2008), and 1835 (2008), 

Reaffirming all other relevant non-proliferation resolutions adopted 
by the Security Council, 

Gravely concerned about the threat of nuclear terrorism, and 
recognizing the need for all States to take effective measures to 
prevent nuclear material or technical assistance becoming available 
to terrorists, 

Noting with interest the initiative to convene, in coordination with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), an international 
conference on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 

Expressing its support for the convening of the 2010 Global Summit 
on Nuclear Security, 

Affirming its support for the Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material and its 2005 Amendment, and the Convention for 
the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, 

Recognizing the progress made by the Global Initiative to Combat 
Nuclear Terrorism, and the G-8 Global Partnership, 

Noting the contribution of civil society in promoting all the objectives 
of the NPT, 

Reaffirming its resolution 1540 (2004) and the necessity for all 
States to implement fully the measures contained therein, and 
calling upon all Member States and international and regional 
organizations to cooperate actively with the Committee established 
pursuant to that resolution, including in the course of the 
comprehensive review as called for in resolution 1810 (2008), 

1. Emphasizes that a situation of non-compliance with non-
proliferation obligations shall be brought to the attention of the 
Security Council, which will determine if that situation constitutes a 
threat to international peace and security, and emphasizes the 
Security Council’s primary responsibility in addressing such threats; 
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2. Calls upon States Parties to the NPT to comply fully with all their 
obligations and fulfil their commitments under the Treaty, 

3. Notes that enjoyment of the benefits of the NPT by a State Party 
can be assured only by its compliance with the obligations 
thereunder; 

4. Calls upon all States that are not Parties to the NPT to accede to 
the Treaty as non-nuclear-weapon States so as to achieve its 
universality at an early date, and pending their accession to the 
Treaty, to adhere to its terms; 

5. Calls upon the Parties to the NPT, pursuant to Article VI of the 
Treaty, to undertake to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective 
measures relating to nuclear arms reduction and disarmament, and 
on a Treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict and 
effective international control, and calls on all other States to join in 
this endeavour; 

6. Calls upon all States Parties to the NPT to cooperate so that the 
2010 NPT Review Conference can successfully strengthen the 
Treaty and set realistic and achievable goals in all the Treaty’s three 
pillars: non-proliferation, the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and 
disarmament; 

7. Calls upon all States to refrain from conducting a nuclear test 
explosion and to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT), thereby bringing the treaty into force at an early 
date; 

8. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to negotiate a Treaty 
banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear explosive devices as soon as possible, welcomes the 
Conference on Disarmament’s adoption by consensus of its 
Program of Work in 2009, and requests all Member States to 
cooperate in guiding the Conference to an early commencement of 
substantive work; 

9. Recalls the statements by each of the five nuclear-weapon States, 
noted by resolution 984 (1995), in which they give security 
assurances against the use of nuclear weapons to non-nuclear-
weapon State Parties to the NPT, and affirms that such security 
assurances strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime; 

10. Expresses particular concern at the current major challenges to 
the non-proliferation regime that the Security Council has acted 
upon, demands that the parties concerned comply fully with their 
obligations under the relevant Security Council resolutions, and 
reaffirms its call upon them to find an early negotiated solution to 
these issues; 

11. Encourages efforts to ensure development of peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy by countries seeking to maintain or develop their 
capacities in this field in a framework that reduces proliferation risk 
and adheres to the highest international standards for safeguards, 
security, and safety; 

12. Underlines that the NPT recognizes in Article IV the inalienable 
right of the Parties to the Treaty to develop research, production and 
use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without discrimination 
and in conformity with Articles I and II, and recalls in this context 
Article III of the NPT and Article II of the IAEA Statute; 

13. Calls upon States to adopt stricter national controls for the export 
of sensitive goods and technologies of the nuclear fuel cycle; 

14. Encourages the work of the IAEA on multilateral approaches to 
the nuclear fuel cycle, including assurances of nuclear fuel supply 
and related measures, as effective means of addressing the 
expanding need for nuclear fuel and nuclear fuel services and 
minimizing the risk of proliferation, and urges the IAEA Board of 
Governors to agree upon measures to this end as soon as possible; 

15. Affirms that effective IAEA safeguards are essential to prevent 
nuclear proliferation and to facilitate cooperation in the field of 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and in that regard: 

a. Calls upon all non-nuclear-weapon States party to the NPT 
that have yet to bring into force a comprehensive safeguards 
agreement or a modified small quantities protocol to do so 
immediately, 

b. Calls upon all States to sign, ratify and implement an 
additional protocol, which together with comprehensive 
safeguards agreements constitute essential elements of the 

IAEA safeguards system, 

c. Stresses the importance for all Member States to ensure that 
the IAEA continue to have all the necessary resources and 
authority to verify the declared use of nuclear materials and 
facilities and the absence of undeclared activities, and for the 
IAEA to report to the Council accordingly as appropriate; 

16. Encourages States to provide the IAEA with the cooperation 
necessary for it to verify whether a state is in compliance with its 
safeguards obligations, and affirms the Security Council’s resolve to 
support the IAEA’s efforts to that end, consistent with its authorities 
under the Charter; 

17. Undertakes to address without delay any State’s notice of 
withdrawal from the NPT, including the events described in the 
statement provided by the State pursuant to Article X of the Treaty, 
while noting ongoing discussions in the course of the NPT review on 
identifying modalities under which NPT States Parties could 
collectively respond to notification of withdrawal, and affirms that a 
State remains responsible under international law for violations of 
the NPT committed prior to its withdrawal; 

18. Encourages States to require as a condition of nuclear exports 
that the recipient State agree that, in the event that it should 
terminate, withdraw from, or be found by the IAEA Board of 
Governors to be in non-compliance with its IAEA safeguards 
agreement, the supplier state would have a right to require the return 
of nuclear material and equipment provided prior to such 
termination, non-compliance or withdrawal, as well as any special 
nuclear material produced through the use of such material or 
equipment; 

19. Encourages States to consider whether a recipient State has 
signed and ratified an additional protocol based on the model 
additional protocol in making nuclear export decisions; 

20. Urges States to require as a condition of nuclear exports that the 
recipient State agree that, in the event that it should terminate its 
IAEA safeguards agreement, safeguards shall continue with respect 
to any nuclear material and equipment provided prior to such 
termination, as well as any special nuclear material produced 
through the use of such material or equipment; 

21. Calls for universal adherence to the Convention on Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Materials and its 2005 Amendment, and the 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism; 

22. Welcomes the March 2009 recommendations of the Security 
Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) 
to make more effective use of existing funding mechanisms, 
including the consideration of the establishment of a voluntary fund, 
and affirms its commitment to promote full implementation of 
resolution 1540 (2004) by Member States by ensuring effective and 
sustainable support for the activities of the 1540 Committee; 

23. Reaffirms the need for full implementation of resolution 1540 
(2004) by Member States and, with an aim of preventing access to, 
or assistance and financing for, weapons of mass destruction, 
related materials and their means of delivery by non-State actors, as 
defined in the resolution, calls upon Member States to cooperate 
actively with the Committee established pursuant to that resolution 
and the IAEA, including rendering assistance, at their request, for 
their implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) provisions, and in this 
context welcomes the forthcoming comprehensive review of the 
status of implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) with a view to 
increasing its effectiveness, and calls upon all States to participate 
actively in this review; 

24. Calls upon Member States to share best practices with a view to 
improved safety standards and nuclear security practices and raise 
standards of nuclear security to reduce the risk of nuclear terrorism, 
with the aim of securing all vulnerable nuclear material from such 
risks within four years; 

25. Calls upon all States to manage responsibly and minimize to the 
greatest extent that is technically and economically feasible the use 
of highly enriched uranium for civilian purposes, including by working 
to convert research reactors and radioisotope production processes 
to the use of low enriched uranium fuels and targets; 

26. Calls upon all States to improve their national capabilities to 
detect, deter, and disrupt illicit trafficking in nuclear materials 
throughout their territories, and calls upon those States in a position 
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to do so to work to enhance international partnerships and capacity 
building in this regard; 

27. Urges all States to take all appropriate national measures in 
accordance with their national authorities and legislation, and 
consistent with international law, to prevent proliferation financing 
and shipments, to strengthen export controls, to secure sensitive 
materials, and to control access to intangible transfers of technology; 

28. Declares its resolve to monitor closely any situations involving 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons, their means of delivery or 
related material, including to or by non-State actors as they are 
defined in resolution 1540 (2004), and, as appropriate, to take such 
measures as may be necessary to ensure the maintenance of 
international peace and security; 

29. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Security Council Resolution 1977 

[2011] 

The Security Council, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 1540 (2004) of 28 April 2004, 1673 (2006) 
of 27 April 2006 and 1810 (2008) of 25 April 2008, 

Reaffirming that the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons, as well as their means of delivery, constitutes a threat to 
international peace and security, 

Reaffirming the need for all Member States to comply fully with their 
obligations and fulfil their commitments in relation to arms control, 
disarmament and non-proliferation in all its aspects of all weapons 
of mass destruction and their means of delivery, 

Reaffirming that prevention of proliferation of nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons should not hamper international cooperation in 
materials, equipment and technology for peaceful purposes while 
goals of peaceful utilization should not be misused for proliferation 
purposes, 

Remaining gravely concerned by the threat of terrorism and the risk 
that non state actors may acquire, develop, traffic in or use nuclear, 
chemical, and biological weapons and their means of delivery, 

Reaffirming its resolve to take appropriate and effective actions 
against any threat to international peace and security caused by the 
proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their 
means of delivery, in conformity with its primary responsibilities, as 
provided for in the United Nations Charter, 

Reaffirming its decision that none of the obligations in resolution 
1540 (2004) shall be interpreted so as to conflict with or alter the 
rights and obligations of State Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Chemical Weapons 
Convention and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention or 
alter the responsibilities of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
or the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 

Noting that international cooperation between States, in accordance 
with international law, is required to counter the illicit trafficking by 
non-State actors in nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, their 
means of delivery and related materials, 

Recognizing the need to enhance coordination of efforts at national, 
regional, subregional and international levels, as appropriate, in 
order to strengthen a global response to the serious challenge and 
threat to international peace and security posed by the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery, 

Emphasizing the need for States to take all appropriate national 
measures in accordance with their national authorities and 
legislation, and consistent with international law, to strengthen export 
controls, to control access to intangible transfers of technology and 
to information that could be used for weapons of mass destruction 
and their means of delivery, to prevent proliferation financing and 
shipments, and to secure sensitive materials, 

Endorsing the work already carried out by the Committee 
established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004), hereafter the 1540 
Committee, in accordance with its programmes of work, including 
the establishment of the working groups for facilitating 
implementation of the Programme of Work, 

Recognizing States’ progress in implementing resolution 1540 
(2004), while noting that States have taken fewer measures in some 
of its areas, 

Endorsing also the valuable activities of the 1540 Committee with 
relevant international regional and subregional organizations, 

Taking note of international efforts towards full implementation of 
resolution 1540 (2004), including on preventing the financing of 
proliferation-related activities, and taking into consideration the 
guidance of the framework of the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), 

Noting that not all States have presented to the 1540 Committee 
their national reports on implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), 

Further noting that the full implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) 
by all States, including the adoption of national laws and measures 
to ensure implementation of these laws, is a long-term task that will 
require continuous efforts at national, regional and international 
levels, 

Recognizing, in that regard, the importance of dialogue between the 
1540 Committee and Member States and stressing that direct 
contact is an effective means of such dialogue, 

Recognizing that many States continue to require assistance in 
implementing resolution 1540 (2004), emphasizing the importance 
of providing States, in response to their requests, with effective 
assistance that meets their needs, and welcoming the coordinating 
and facilitating role of the 1540 Committee in this regard, 

Stressing, in that regard, the need of enhanced assistance and 
collaboration among States, between the 1540 Committee and 
States, and between the 1540 Committee and relevant international, 
regional and subregional organizations in assisting States to 
implement resolution 1540 (2004), 

Recognizing the importance of progress towards achieving the 
goals and objectives of the 2010 Nuclear Security Summit as a 
contribution to the effective implementation of Security Council 
resolution 1540 (2004), 

Calling on States to work together urgently to prevent and suppress 
acts of nuclear terrorism including through increased cooperation 
and full implementation of the relevant international conventions, 
and through appropriate measures to reinforce the existing legal 
framework with a view to ensure that those committing offences of 
nuclear terrorism are effectively held accountable, 

Endorsing the 2009 comprehensive review of the status of 
implementation of resolution 1540 and taking note of the findings 
and recommendations contained in its final document, 

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations: 

1. Reiterates its decisions in and the requirements of resolution 1540 
(2004), and re-emphasizes the importance for all States to 
implement fully that resolution; 

2. Decides to extend the mandate of the 1540 Committee for a 
period of 10 years until 25 April 2021; 

3. Decides that the 1540 Committee will conduct a comprehensive 
review on the status of implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), 
both after five years and prior to the renewal of its mandate, 
including, if necessary, recommendations on adjustments to the 
mandate, and will submit to the Security Council a report on the 
conclusions of those reviews, and decides that, accordingly, the first 
review should be held before December 2016; 

4. Again decides that the 1540 Committee should submit an annual 
Programme of Work to the Security Council before the end of each 
May, and decides that next Programme of Work will be prepared 
before 31 May 2011; 

5. Decides to continue to provide the 1540 Committee with the 
assistance of experts, and to this end: 

(a) Requests the Secretary-General to establish, in consultation 
with the 1540 Committee, a group of up to eight experts (“group 
of experts”), acting under the direction and purview of the 
Committee, composed of individuals with the appropriate 
experience and knowledge to provide the Committee with 
expertise, to assist the Committee in carrying out its mandate 
under resolutions 1540 (2004), 1673 (2006), 1810 (2008) and 
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this resolution, including through facilitation of assistance to 
improve implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

(b) Requests, in that regard, the 1540 Committee to consider 
recommendations for the Committee and the group of experts 
on expertise requirements, broad geographic representation, 
working methods, modalities, and structure, including 
consideration of the feasibility of a coordination and leadership 
position of the group of experts, and to present these 
recommendations to the Security Council no later than 31 
August 2011; 

Implementation 

6. Again calls upon all States that have not yet presented a first 
report on steps they have taken or intend to take to implement 
resolution 1540 (2004) to submit such a report to the Committee 
without delay; 

7. Again encourages all States that have submitted such reports to 
provide, when appropriate or upon the request of the 1540 
Committee, additional information on their implementation of 
resolution 1540 (2004), including, voluntarily, on States’ effective 
practices; 

8. Encourages all States to prepare on a voluntary basis national 
implementation action plans, with the assistance of the 1540 
Committee as appropriate, mapping out their priorities and plans for 
implementing the key provisions of resolution 1540 (2004), and to 
submit those plans to the 1540 Committee; 

9. Decides that the 1540 Committee shall continue to intensify its 
efforts to promote the full implementation by all States of resolution 
1540 (2004), through its Programme of Work, which includes the 
compilation and general examination of information on the status of 
States’ implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) as well as States’ 
efforts at outreach, dialogue, assistance and cooperation; and which 
addresses in particular all aspects of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of that 
resolution, which encompasses (a) accountability, (b) physical 
protection, (c) border controls and law enforcement efforts and (d) 
national export and trans-shipment controls including controls on 
providing funds and services such as financing to such exports and 
trans-shipments; and includes, as necessary, specific priorities for 
its work, taking into account its annual review on the implementation 
of resolution 1540 (2004), prepared with the assistance of the group 
of experts before the end of each December; 

10. Urges the 1540 Committee to continue to engage actively with 
States and relevant international, regional and subregional 
organizations to promote the sharing of experience, lessons learned 
and effective practices, in the areas covered by resolution 1540 
(2004), drawing in particular on information provided by States as 
well as examples of successful assistance, and to liaise on the 
availability of programmes which might facilitate the implementation 
of resolution 1540 (2004), while bearing in mind that customized 
assistance is useful for the effective implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004) at national levels; 

11. Encourages, in that regard, the 1540 Committee, with the 
support of necessary relevant expertise, to actively engage in 
dialogue with States on the implementation of resolution 1540 
(2004), including through visits to States at their invitation; 

12. Requests the 1540 Committee, with the support of the group of 
experts, to identify effective practices, templates and guidance, with 
a view to develop a compilation, as well as to consider preparing a 
technical reference guide about resolution 1540 (2004), to be used 
by States on a voluntary basis in implementing resolution 1540 
(2004), and in that regard, encourages the 1540 Committee, at its 
discretion, to draw also on relevant expertise, including, civil society 
and the private sector, with, as appropriate, their State’s consent; 

Assistance 

13. Encourages States that have requests for assistance to convey 
them to the 1540 Committee, and encourages them to make use of 
the Committee’s assistance template to that effect; 

14. Urges States and relevant international, regional and 
subregional organizations to inform the Committee as appropriate of 
areas in which they are able to provide assistance; and calls upon 
States and such organizations, if they have not done so previously, 
to provide the 1540 Committee with a point of contact for assistance 
by 31 August 2011; 

15. Urges the 1540 Committee to continue strengthening the 
Committee’s role in facilitating technical assistance for 
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), in particular by engaging 
actively, with the support of the group of experts, in matching offers 
and requests for assistance, through such means as visits to States, 
at the invitation of the State concerned, assistance templates, action 
plans or other information submitted to the 1540 Committee; 

16. Supports the continued efforts of the 1540 Committee to secure 
a coordinated and transparent assistance process that provides 
timely and ready availability of information for States seeking 
assistance and for States prepared to provide assistance; 

17. Encourages meetings on assistance issues with the participation 
of the 1540 Committee, between States prepared to offer 
assistance, States requesting assistance, other interested States, 
and relevant international, regional and subregional organizations; 

Cooperation with International, Regional, and Subregional 
Organizations 

18. Calls upon relevant international, regional and subregional 
organizations to designate and provide the 1540 Committee by 31 
August 2011 with a point of contact or coordinator for the 
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); and encourages them to 
enhance cooperation and information sharing with the 1540 
Committee on technical assistance and all other issues of relevance 
for the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

19. Reiterates the need to continue to enhance ongoing cooperation 
among the 1540 Committee, the Security Council Committee 
established pursuant to resolution 1267 (1999), concerning Al-
Qaida and the Taliban, and the Security Council Committee 
established pursuant to resolution 1373 (2001), concerning counter-
terrorism, including through, as appropriate, enhanced information 
sharing, coordination on visits to States, within their respective 
mandates, technical assistance and other issues of relevance to all 
three committees; and expressing its intention to provide guidance 
to the committees on areas of common interest in order to better 
coordinate their efforts; 

Transparency and Outreach 

20. Requests the 1540 Committee to continue to institute 
transparency measures and activities, inter alia by making fullest 
possible use of the Committee’s website, and urges the Committee 
to conduct, with the participation of the group of experts, regular 
meetings open to all Member States on the Committee’s and 
group’s activities related to the aforementioned objectives; 

21. Requests the 1540 Committee to continue to organize and 
participate in outreach events on the implementation of resolution 
1540 (2004) at the international, regional, subregional, and, as 
appropriate, national level, and promote the refinement of these 
outreach efforts to focus on specific thematic and regional issues 
related to implementation; 

Administration and Resources 

22. Recognizes that implementation of the mandate of the 1540 
Committee requires sustained support and adequate resources; 
and to that end: 

(a) Endorses the existing administrative and logistics support to 
the 1540 Committee from the Office for Disarmament Affairs, 
and decides that the Committee should report to the Council by 
January 2012 on the possibility of strengthening this support, 
including through strengthening of ODA’s regional capacity to 
support the implementation of the resolution at regional, 
subregional and national levels; 

(b) Calls upon the Secretariat to provide and maintain sufficient 
expertise to support activities of the 1540 Committee as outlined 
in the present resolution; 

(c) Encourages States that are able to do so to provide 
resources to the Office of Disarmament Affairs to assist States 
in implementing their 1540 obligations, and to make available 
“in kind” contributions or cost-free training and expertise to the 
1540 Committee to help the group of experts meet requests for 
assistance in a timely and effective manner; 

(d) Invites the 1540 Committee to consider developing, in close 
cooperation with relevant international, regional and 
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subregional organizations and other United Nations bodies, 
ways to utilize and maintain expertise, including, in particular, of 
former experts of the group, that could be made available for 
specific missions and assistance needs regarding the 
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

(e) Urges the 1540 Committee to continue to encourage and 
take full advantage of voluntary financial contributions to assist 
States in identifying and addressing their needs for the 
implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), and requests the 
1540 Committee at its discretion, to promote the efficient and 
effective use of the existing funding mechanisms within the 
United Nations system; 

23. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Security Council Resolution 2310 

[2016] 

The Security Council, 

Recalling its resolution 1887 (2009), and reaffirming its firm 

commitment to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in all its aspects, 

Reaffirming the Statement of its President adopted at the Council 

’s meeting at the level of Heads of State and Government on 

31 January 1992 (S/23500), including the need for all Member 

States to fulfil their obligations in relation to arms control and 

disarmament and to prevent proliferation in all its aspect s of all 

weapons of mass destruction, 

Underlining that the NPT remains the cornerstone of the nuclear 

non-proliferation regime and the essential foundation for the pursuit 

of nuclear disarmament and for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 

Reaffirming that proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and 

their means of delivery, constitutes a threat to international peace 

and security, 

Recalling that the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

(Treaty), adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 

50/245 of 10 September 1996, was opened for signature on 24 

September 1996, and that States Signatories, by their resolution 

on 19 November 1996, including paragraph 7 thereof, 

established the Preparatory Commission (PrepCom) for the 

Comprehensive Nuclear -Test-Ban Treaty Organization, 

Recognizing that a universal and internationally and effectively 

verifiable test ban treaty that has entered into force is the most 

effective way to ban nuclear - weapon test explosions and any other 

nuclear explosions, and that an end to all such nuclear-weapon test 

explosions and any other nuclear explosions will constrain the 

development and qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons and 

end the development of advanced new types of nuclear weapons, 

Recognizing that early entry into force of the Treaty will constitute an 

effective nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation measure that 

would contribute to the achievement of a world without nuclear 

weapons, 

Welcoming progress made towards universalization of the 

Treaty, noting that 183 States have signed the Treaty and 166 

States have deposited their instruments of ratification, and further 

noting that of the 44 States listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty, whose 

ratification is needed for its entry into force, 41 have signed and 

36 have both signed and ratified the Treaty, including several 

nuclear weapons States, 

Welcoming the efforts of Member States of the PrepCom and 

its Provisional Technical Secretariat to build all elements of the 

Treaty’s verification regime, unprecedented in its global reach, 

recognizing the maturity of and progress achieved in the 

establishment of the International Monitoring System (IMS), as 

well as the satisfactory functioning of the International Data 

Centre (IDC) that has demonstrated its ability to provide 

independent and reliable means to ensure compliance with 

the Treaty once it enters into force, and emphasizing the 

continuing progress in developing, exercising, and 

demonstrating the advanced technologies and logistical 

capabilities necessary to execute on-site inspections, 

Stressing the vital importance and urgency of achieving the 

early entry into force of the Treaty, 

Urges all States that have either not signed or not ratified the 

Treaty, particularly the eight remaining Annex 2 States, to do so 

without further delay; 

Encourages all State Signatories, including Annex 2 States, to 

promote the universality and early entry into force of the 

Treaty; 

Recalls the statements by each of the five nuclear-weapon 

States, noted by resolution 984 (1995), in which they give 

security assurances against the use of nuclear weapons to non-

nuclear-weapon State Parties to the NPT, and affirms that such 

security assurances strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation 

regime; 

Calls upon all States to refrain from conducting any nuclear-

weapon test explosion or any other nuclear explosion and to 

maintain their moratoria in this regard, commends those States’ 

national moratoria, some of which are established by national 

legislation pending entry into force of the Treaty, emphasizes that 

such moratoria are an example of responsible international 

behaviour that contributes to international peace and stability and 

should continue, while stressing that such moratoria do not have 

the same permanent and legally binding effect as entry into 

force of the Treaty, and notes the Joint Statement on the 

Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty by China, France, the 

Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States 

of America of September 15, 2016, in which those States no ted 

that, inter alia, “a nuclear-weapon test explosion or any other 

nuclear explosion would defeat the object and purpose of the 

CTBT ”; 

Underlines the need to maintain momentum towards completion of 

all elements of the Treaty verification regime, and in this regard, calls 

upon all States to provide the support required to enable the 

PrepCom to complete all its tasks in the most efficient and cost 

effective way, and encourages all States hosting International 

Monitoring System facilities to transmit data to the IDC on a testing 

and provisional basis, pending entry into force of the Treaty; 

Welcomes the voluntary information in the national statements in the 

PrepCom by States listed in Annex 1 to the Protocol to the Treaty as 

responsible for one or more facilities of the IMS on the status of 

completing the construction of those facilities as well as regarding 

the status of transmission of data from their facilities to the IDC, 

encourages States hosting IMS facilities to complete construction of 

the IMS facilities in a timely manner as provided for by the Treaty 

and text on the establishment of the PrepCom, and invites the 

Provisional Technical Secretariat to provide a report to all State 

Signatories within 180 days of the adoption of this resolution on the 

status of States Signatories assessed contributions to the PrepCom 

and any additional support provided by State Signatories for the 

completion of the Treaty’s verification regime and for the 

maintenance and operational needs for the IDC and IMS; 

Recognizes that even absent entry into force of the Treaty the 

monitoring and analytical elements of the verification regime, 

operating on a testing and provisional basis, are at the disposal of 

the international community in conformity with the Treaty and under 

the guidance of the Preparatory Commission, and that such 

elements contribute to regional stability as a significant confidence-

building measure, and strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation and 

disarmament regime; 

Affirms that entry into force of the Treaty will contribute to the 

enhancement of international peace and security through its 

effective prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its 

aspects and through its contribution to nuclear disarmament and 

recognizes that the Provisional Technical Secretariat has 

demonstrated its utility in bringing tangible scientific and civil benefits 

to States, for example through early tsunami warnings and 

seismological monitoring, and in this regard encourages the 

PrepCom to consider ways to ensure that these benefits can be 

http://undocs.org/S/23500
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broadly shared by the international community in conformity with the 

Treaty, through capacity building and the sharing of relevant 

expertise on the verification regime;   

Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Security Council Resolution 2572 

[2021] 

The Security Council, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 1540 (2004) of 28 April 2004, 1673 (2006) 

of 27 April 2006, 1810 (2008) of 25 April 2008, 1977 (2011) of 20 

April 2011, 2055 (2012) of 29 June 2012, and 2325 (2016) of 15 

December 2016, 

Endorsing the work already carried out by the Committee 

established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004), hereafter the 1540 

Committee, in accordance with its programmes of work, and 

reaffirming its continued support, 

Noting that due to the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), the 

comprehensive review on the status of implementation of resolution 

1540 (2004) was postponed, 

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

1. Decides to extend until 28 February 2022 the mandate of the 

1540 Committee with the continued assistance of its group of 

experts, as specified in paragraph 5 of resolution 1977 (2011), and 

requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary administrative 

measures to this effect; 

2. Further decides that the 1540 Committee, while continuing its 

current work pursuant to its mandate, shall continue to conduct and 

complete the comprehensive review on the status of implementation 

of resolution 1540 (2004) and submit to the Security Council a report 

on the conclusion of the review; 

3. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Security Council Resolution 2663 

[2022] 

[Eds . . .] 

1. Reiterates its decisions in and the requirements of resolution 

1540 (2004), and re-emphasizes the importance for all States to 

implement fully that resolution; 

2. Decides to extend the mandate of the 1540 Committee for a 

period of 10 years until 30 November 2032; 

3. Further decides that the 1540 Committee will conduct 

comprehensive reviews on the status of implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004), including through the holding of open 

consultations of the Committee in New York, both after five years 

and prior to the renewal of its mandate, including through, if 

necessary, recommendations on adjustments to the mandate, and 

will submit to the Security Council a report upon the conclusion of 

each of those reviews, and decides that, accordingly, the first review 

should be held before December 2027; 

4. Decides that the 1540 Committee will continue to submit to the 

Security Council its Programme of Work, before the end of each 

January, and will brief the Security Council in the first quarter of each 

year, and welcomes the continuous submission of the Annual 

Review on the Implementation of Resolution 1540 (2004), prepared 

with the assistance of the Group of Experts, within December 

annually; 

5. Also decides to continue to provide the 1540 Committee with 

the assistance of its group of experts, established pursuant to 

paragraph 5 of resolution 1977 (2011) and resolution 2055 (2012), 

to assist the Committee in carrying out its mandate, requests the 

Secretary-General to take the necessary administrative measures 

to this effect, and further directs the Committee to review its internal 

guidelines on matters regarding its group of experts by 30 April 

2023; 

6. Again calls upon all States that have not yet presented a first 

report on steps they have taken or intend to take to implement 

resolution 1540 (2004) to continue to undertake efforts to submit 

such a report to the 1540 Committee without delay, and requests 

the Committee to make fully available its expertise to these States, 

as appropriate, to facilitate the submission of such reports; 

7. Again encourages all States that have submitted such reports 

to provide, when appropriate or upon the request of the 1540 

Committee, additional information on their implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004), including, voluntarily, on their laws and 

regulations and on States’ effective practices; 

8. Again encourages States to prepare on a voluntary basis 

national implementation action plans, with the assistance of the 

1540 Committee and its expertise as appropriate, mapping out their 

priorities and plans for implementing the key provisions of resolution 

1540 (2004), and to submit these plans to the 1540 Committee; 

9. Encourages the 1540 Committee, with the support of relevant 

expertise, to continue to actively engage in dialogue with Member 

States on the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), including 

through visits to States at their invitation; 

10. Stresses the importance of a tailored dialogue and engagement 

of the 1540 Committee with Member States that recognizes 

specificity of States with regard to implementation and reporting, as 

well as to improve the development of customized assistance for 

effective implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

11. Encourages Member States to voluntarily share their 

experiences, lessons learned and best practices regarding 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

12. Reiterates its decision that the 1540 Committee shall continue 

to intensify its efforts to promote the full implementation by all States 

of resolution 1540 (2004), through its Programme of Work, which 

includes the compilation and general examination of information on 

the status of States’ implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and 

addresses all aspects of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of that resolution, 

particularly noting the need for more attention on: enforcement 

measures; measures relating to biological, chemical and nuclear 

weapons; proliferation finance measures; accounting for and 

securing related materials; and national export and transhipment 

controls; 

13. Encourages the 1540 Committee to develop and review, as 

appropriate, voluntary technical reference guides, including through 

implementation guidelines or other such appropriate documents, 

prepared with the assistance of its Group of Experts, which Member 

States could take into consideration in their implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004); 

14. Again calls upon States to take into account developments on 

the evolving nature of risk of proliferation and rapid advances in 

science and technology in their implementation of resolution 1540 

(2004); 

15. Reiterates it request to the 1540 Committee to take note in its 

work, where relevant, of the continually evolving nature of the risks 

of proliferation, including the use by non-State actors of rapid 

advances in science, technology and international commerce for 

proliferation purposes, in the context of the implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004); 

16. Continues to encourage Member States that have requests for 

assistance to make use of the Committee’s assistance template to 

convey them to the 1540 Committee; 

17. Directs the 1540 Committee to periodically review, as 

appropriate, the role, efficiency and effectiveness of the Committee’s 

mechanism for matching offers and requests for assistance, as well 

as the status of assistance matters, including progress on matching 

of assistance requests and offers, the functioning of the assistance 

mechanism, and any necessary improvements such as revisions to 

the voluntary assistance request template to this end, as needed; 

18. Requests the 1540 Committee to maintain an updated 

comprehensive list of assistance providers, as well as make 

available to Member States such assistance and capacity-building 

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1977(2011)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2055(2012)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
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programs which might facilitate the implementation of resolution 

1540 (2004); 

19. Urges the 1540 Committee to make its expertise fully available 

to Member States, as appropriate, during the preparation of their 

voluntary requests for assistance, including through the provision of 

dedicated workshops, and in the follow-up of assistance requests, 

to ensure that requests are better fulfilled in line with the specific 

needs of Member States; 

20. Encourages Member States receiving assistance as well as 

providers of assistance to provide feedback to the 1540 Committee 

on the fulfilment of the assistance requests, including activities, 

achievements, and areas of opportunity, as appropriate, with a view 

to improve the Committee’s match-making; 

21. Urges the 1540 Committee, using its full expertise, to promote 

the facilitation of technical assistance through, as appropriate, 

organizing, co-organizing, participating in or supporting international 

and regional assistance conferences, which bring together Member 

States that request assistance with those offering assistance, and 

further encourages Member States, including those in the region 

with relevant expertise, relevant international, regional and 

subregional organizations, in a position to do so, to support such 

efforts; 

22. Reiterates the need to continue to enhance ongoing 

cooperation among the 1540 Committee, the Security Council 

Committee established pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 

(2001) and 2253 (2015) concerning ISIL (Da’esh), Al-Qaida, and 

associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities, and the 

Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1373 

(2001), concerning counter-terrorism, including through, as 

appropriate, enhanced information sharing, coordination on visits to 

States, within their respective mandates, technical assistance and 

other issues of relevance to all three committees, and again 

expresses its intention to provide guidance to the committees on 

areas of common interest in order to better coordinate their efforts, 

and decides the three Committees will continue to jointly brief once 

per year the Security Council on their cooperation; 

23. Continues to call upon relevant international, regional and 

subregional organizations to designate, provide and update, as 

appropriate, to the 1540 Committee with a Point of Contact or 

Coordinator for Resolution 1540 (2004); and encourages them to 

enhance cooperation and information sharing with the 1540 

Committee and Member States on technical assistance and all other 

issues of relevance for the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004); 

24. Encourages the 1540 Committee to develop, in agreement with 

the relevant Member States and with the assistance of its Group of 

Experts, a multi-year programme of outreach to States; 

25. Requests the 1540 Committee to continue to organize and 

participate in outreach events on the implementation of resolution 

1540 (2004) at the international, regional, subregional, and, as 

appropriate, national level, including, as appropriate, inviting 

parliamentarians, as well as representatives of civil society, including 

industry and academia and promote the refinement of these 

outreach efforts to focus on specific thematic and regional issues 

related to implementation; 

26. Directs the 1540 Committee to convene regular open briefings, 

at least once a year or as needed, for Member States and 

international, regional and subregional organizations, inter alia on 

the margins of the relevant sessions of the General Assembly, to:  

 (a) Provide a summary of activities of the Committee on all 

aspects of resolution 1540 (2004), including those undertaken on 

the Committee’s behalf by its Group of Experts, including on 

assistance matters; 

 (b) Provide an opportunity to Member States and international, 

regional and subregional organizations to present their offers of 

assistance; 

 (c) Provide an opportunity to Member States to voluntarily 

share their experiences, lessons learned and best practices 

regarding implementation; 

27. Requests the 1540 Committee to make information relevant to 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) and assistance related 

programs, as well as information related to paragraphs 14, 18 and 

23 of this resolution, widely available and easily accessible for 

Member States, including through its website and other agreed 

means of communication; 

28. Underscores the importance of the 1540 Committee’s support 

structure being adequately resourced, particularly in view of the 

workload related to monitoring and supporting full implementation of 

resolution 1540 (2004), including involvement in outreach events, 

the functioning of the assistance mechanism, and correspondence 

and other communications and requests the Secretary-General to 

make the necessary arrangements to this effect; 

29. Continues to encourage States to contribute funds, on a 

voluntary basis, to finance projects and activities, including through 

the United Nations Trust Fund for Global and Regional 

Disarmament Activities, to assist States in implementing their 

obligations under resolution 1540 (2004), including for implementing 

projects in response to assistance requests submitted directly by 

States to the Committee;  

30. Decides to remain seized of the matter. 

Unadopted Draft Security Council Resolution on 
a weapon-free outer space 

[24 April 2024] 

Vote: 13 Yes, 1 No (Veto by Russia), 1 Abstention  

[Eds . . .] 

1. Urges that all Member States carrying out activities in the 

exploration and use of outer space do so in full compliance with 

international law, including the Charter of the United Nations, in the 

interest of maintaining international peace and security and fostering 

international cooperation, collaboration and understanding; 

2. Calls upon all States, in particular those with major space 

capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective of the peaceful use 

of outer space and of the prevention of an arms race in outer space 

and to refrain from actions contrary to that objective and to the 

relevant existing treaties in the interest of maintaining international 

peace and security and promoting international cooperation; 

3. Emphasizes the necessity of further measures, including 

political commitments and legally binding instruments, with 

appropriate and effective provisions for verification, to prevent an 

arms race in outer space in all its aspects, and in this regard, 

reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as the sole 

multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, has the primary role in 

the negotiation of multilateral agreement or agreements, as 

appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space in all 

its aspects, and urges the Conference on Disarmament to adopt and 

implement a balanced and comprehensive programme of work; 

4. Affirms the obligation of all States Parties to fully comply with the 

Outer Space Treaty, including not to place in orbit around the Earth 

any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons 

of mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies, or 

station such weapons in outer space in any other manner; 

5. Emphasizes with concern the grave consequences for the 

interests of all Member States, including but not limited to the 

negative repercussions for the long-term sustainability of outer 

space activities and, in turn, on sustainable development on Earth, 

which could result from the detonation of a nuclear weapon or the 

use of any other kind of weapon of mass destruction in outer space; 

6. Recalls the obligations of States Parties under multilateral 

treaties related to nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, and 

further calls on Member States not to develop nuclear weapons or 

any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction specifically 

designed to be placed in orbit around the Earth, or to be installed on 

celestial bodies, or to be stationed in outer space in any other 

manner; 

https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1540(2004)
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7. Urges the promotion of the exploration and use of outer space 

for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of all peoples, including 

through renewed efforts to uphold and promote universal accession 

to, and compliance with, the Outer Space Treaty, and appeals to all 

Member States which have not yet done so to become parties to the 

Outer Space Treaty without delay and without conditions; 

8. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 

 

 


