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AGRIEMENT

cst blishiog ao Intcmatiooal Scicnce and Tcchnology Ccntrc

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, JAPAN, THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, and, aoing es onc
pany, rhc EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERCY COMMUNITY and EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY:

REAIFIRMING thc nccd to prcvent ric p.oliferation of echnologics and cxpcnise !cl.!cd to wcapons of
mast dcstruction, nuclcar, chcmical, and biological wcapons;

TAKING NOTE of rhc prcscnt critical period in thc statts of thc Commonwcalth of Indcpcndcnt States
(hcrcina{ter refcrrcd !o as 'CIS') and Gcorgia, a pcriod thar includes thc uansirior !o 

" 
,naikct ccono.y,

thc dcvcloping proccss o, disarmamcn!, rnd lhc convcrsion of induscrial-rcchnical potcntial from military
to peaccful endeavoursl

RECOGNIZING, in this context, thc nccd to crcarc tn International Sciencc and Tcchnology Ccorrc thar
vould minimizc inccntivcs to cngagc in activitics that could rcsult in such prolifcration, by supponing and
essisring thc activicics for pcaceful purposcs of wrapon! scicndsr and cngincers in thc Russian Fcdcration
and, if intcrcstcd, in othcr statcs of thc CIS end Gcorgia;

RECOGNIZING thc nccd to conuiburc, through rhe Centrc's grojccrs rnd activirics, ro the lransition oI
thc stares of thc CIS and Gcorgia !o markcr-bascd cconomics and to supporr rescarch and dcvclopmenr for
peaceful purposes;

DESIRING that C.n$c projccts providc impetus and suppon to paniciparing scicnrists end cnginecrs in
developing long-tcrm carecr opponunitics, which will strcngrhcn thc scicntific research and dcvelopmcnr
capacity of thc statcs of thc CIS and Gcorgia; and

REALIZING that thc success of thc Ccntrc vill rcquire slrong suppon from governmcnts, Ioundations,
ecadcmic and scicntific ifflitutions, and othar intc!-tovcrnmcntel and non-tovernmcntal organizations;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOVS:

Article I
Thcre is hcreby cstablished the International Scicnce and
Tcchnology Centre (hcrcinafter leferled ro as ahc
'Ccntrc') as an inte!-governm€ntal organization. Each
Pany shall facilitare, in its tcrritory, thc activides of the
Ccntre. In older to achieyc its objecdves, the Ccntrc
shall have, in accordance with the laws and regulations
of rhe Panics, thc lcgal capaciry to conrac!, to acquire
and dispose of immovablc and movable propeny, and to
insritute and rcspond to legal procecdings.

Article II
A. Thc Ccntrc shall devclop, approve, finance, aod
monitor science and technology proiccti for peaceful
purposes, which are to be carried out pdmarily ar
institutions and facilities locatcd in rhc Russian
Fcderation and, if int€lcsrcd, in orher states of the CIS
and Gcorgia.

B. The objectives of the Centrc shall bc:

(i) ro give weapons scientists and engineers) paniculady
thosc who possess knowledge and skills relared to

weapons of mass desrucdon or missile delivcry
systcms, in rhe Russian Fedcration and, if interested,
in othcr statcs of rhe CIS and Georgia, oppolruniries
to rcdircct thcir ralcnts to pcaccful aclivitics; and

(ii) to contribute fiercby through its projcos and acti-
vities: to thc solurion of nadonal or inccrnational
tcchnical problcms; and to rhc wider goals of rein-
forcing the transiaion ro market-based economics
rcsponsivc to civil nceds, of supponing basic and
applied research and technology developmen[, irrel
ali4 in thc fields of environmental protecrion, cncrgy
production, and nuclear safcry, and of promoting rhc
funhcr intcgration of scicnrists of the states of the
CIS and. Gcorgia into the international scientific
communlty.

In order to achieve
orizcd to:

Article III
its objectivcs, the Ccntrc is auth-

(i) promote and suppon, by usc of funds or othcrwise,
science and rcchnology ploiecrs in accordance with
Articlc II of this Agrecment;
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(ii) monitor and audit Cenre proiects in accordance
wirh Article V1II of this Aglcement;

(iii) cstablish appropriatc forms of cooperation wilh
govcrnments, inrcr-governmenal organizations,
ion-governmenal organizations (which shall, for
thc purposes of this Agrccment, include the private

scctor), and Programs;

(iv) reccive funds or donations from governmcnts, intcr-
governmeatal organizadons, and non-govcrnmental
organrzauons;

(v) establish branch officcs as appropriarc in interested
states of the CIS and Georgia; and

(vi) engage in orhcr activirics as may be agleed uPon by
all thc Panics.

Article IV
A. The Ccnue shall have a Governing Board and a

Secretariat, consisring of an Execurive Director, Depury
Executivc Directors, and such other sta{f as may bc

ncccssary, in accordance vith thc Statutc of the Ccntre

B. Thc Governing Board shall bc responsible for:

(i) determining t}re Ccntre's policy and it.s own rules

of procedure;

(ii) providing overall guidancc and direction to thc
Sccretariat;

(iii) approving the Centrc's operating budgct;

(iv) governing the financial and other affairs of the' -"ntr", including apprdving procedurcs for the
preparadon of th; Cenue's budgct, drawing up of
accounu, and auditing rhcreof;

(v) formularing general critcria and priorities for the

approval of projccts;

(vi) approving projecs in accordancc with Aniclc VI;

(vii) adopting thc Statute and other implementing
arrangcmenr as necessay; and

(viii) othcr functions assigncd to it by this Agrecment or
' nc.essary fo, th-. implemcntation of rhis

Agrecment.

Dccisions of thc Governing Board shall bc by consensus

of all Parties on rhe Board, subicct to the coodilions and

tcrms dercrmined Pursuant to Anicle V, excePt as

providcd otherwise in this Agrcemcnt.

C. Each of the four Signatory Panies shall be rep-
resented by a single vorc on the Governing Board. Each
shall appoinr no more rharr rwo lepr€sentativcs lo the
Goveraing Board within seven (7) days after entry into
force of this Agreement.

D. The Panies shall establish a Scientific Advisory
Committee, madc up af reprcscnadycs to be nominated
by the Parties, to give to thc Board expen scicndfic and
other nccessary professional advice within fony-fivc (45)

days of cvery project proposal's submission to the
Ccntrc; to advisc the Board on the ficlds of research to
bc encouragcd; and to provide any other advicc that may
be requircd by the Board.

E. Thc Governing Board shall adopt a Statutc in
implcmcntarion of this Agrecment. The Stautc shall
cstablish:

(i) the sructure of the Secrctariat;

(ii) the process for sclecting, developing, approving
fi4ancing, carrying out and monitoring projects;

(iii) procedures for thc preparation of the Centrc's
Ludgct, drawing up of accounts and auditing
thereof;

(iv) appropriatc guidelines on intclleatual ProPcrty
rights resulting from Cenue projects and on the
disseminarion oI project results;

(v) proccdures governing the ParticiPation . of
ggvernments, inter-governmental organizations,
and non-govcrnmental organizations in Ccntre

Ploiects,

(vi) personncl policics; and

(vii) othcr arangements necessary for the implemcn-
tation of this Agreemcnt.

Artkle V

The Governing Board shall havc the discrction and
exclusive power to cxpand its mcmbership to includc
reprcsentatives appointed by Panies rhat accede to this
Agrcemcnt, on such conditions and terms as thc Board
may dctermine- Panies not represenred on the Governing
Boird and intcr-governmental and non-govcrnmcnal
organizations mry be invitcd to ParticiPale in Board
deliberations, in a non-voting capaciry.

Article Vl

Each project submitred for approval by thc Governing
Board shall be accompanicd by rhe written concullcnce
of the starc or statcs in which the work ist to bc carried

out. In addirion to the Prior agrecmcnl of that. stare or
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rhose states, rhc approval of projects shall require the
conscnsus of Panies on the Govcrniog Board, subjcct to
rhc conditions and erms dctcrmined pursuant to Aniclc,
Y, othcr rhan such Panies tha! are srales of the CIS and
Gcorgia.

Article VII

A. Projects approved by the Govcming Board may bc
{inarced or supponed by thc Ccntre, or by governments,
intcr-govemmental organizations, or non-govelnm€ntal
organizarions, dircctly or through thc Ccnre. Such

financing and support of approved projecr shall be
providcd on tcrms and conditions spccified by those
providing it, which terms and conditions shall bc
consisrcnt with this Agreemcnt.

B. Represcnratives of the Panies on the Board and
personnel of thc Centrc Secrerariat shall be ineligible for
proiect grans and my not dircc y benefit from any
project grant.

Article VIII

A. The Centrc shall havc thc right, within rhe Russiao
Fcderation and othcr interesrcd sraes of rJlc CIS and

Gcorgia in which the work is to bc caricd outr

(i) ro examine on-sitc Centre proicct activitics,
materials, supplies, usc of funds, and projecr-related
serviccs and usc of funds, upon its norification or, in
addition, as spccified in a project agrcement;

(ii) to inspcct or audit, upon its rcqucsr, any records or
oah€r documentation io connection with Ceqtrc
project activirics and usc of {unds, whercvcr such
records or documcntarion are locatcd, during the
period in wihich thc Centrc provides rhe financing,
and for a pcriod thcrcafter as detcrmincd in a

project agrcement.

The writren concurrence required in Aricle VI shall
include the agleement, of both the sate or states of thc
CIS or Georgia in which rhe work is to bc carricd out
and the rccipient institution, to provide thc Ccntre with
access necessary for auditing and monitoring thc projecr,
as rcquired by this paragraph.

B. A"y Pany represenrcd on thc Governing Board
shall also havc the rights describcd in paragraph (a),

coordinated through the Centre, wirh regard rc proiects

it financcs in whole or in pan, cither directly or through
thc Ccnre.

C. If it is determincd that the terms and conditions of
a pro.iect havc not been respected, rhe Cenrre or a
financing governmcnt or organization may, having
informed the Board of its reasons, tcrminarc the project
and take appropriate stcps in accordance with the terms
of rhe projecr agleemcnt.

Article IX
A. Thc Hcadquancrs of rhe Ccntre shall be locarcd in
rhe Russian Federation.

B. By way of providiog material suppolt to thc Ccrtre
the Govcrnment of thc Russian Federation shall provide
at i$ own expense a faciliry suitable for use by the
Centre, along with maintenancc, utiliries, and securiry
for rhe faciliry.

C. In the Russian Fcdcrarion, the Centre shall have
rhe snrus of a legal person and, in rhar capaciry, shall be
enddcd rc contract, to acquire and dispose of immovablc
and movable propeny, and to institutc and respond to
Iegal procecdings.

Article X
In the Russian Federation:

(i) (a) in dcrrmining profits of the Centre subject to
taxaaio[, fuods receivcd by the Cenrre from its
founders and sponsors, tovernments, iotcr-
governmental organizations, and non-govcrn-
mental organizations, and any intcrcst arising
from keeping those funds in banks in the
Russian Federarion, shall be excluded;

(b) the Ccntre, or any branch thereof, shall nor bc
subjeo ro any laxation on propcrty that is

subject to taxation undcr thc tax laws of thc
Russian Fcdcration;

(c) commodities, supplics, and other property
provided or utilized in connection with the
Ccntrc and irs projccts and acdviries may bc
imported into, exponed from, or used in the
Russian Fcdcration free from any tariffs, dues,
customs duties, impon taxes, and other similar
raxes or charges imposed by the Russian
Federation;

(d) persoonel of the Centre who are not Russian
natiooalcs shall be cxempt from payment of thc
income tax in rhe Russian Federation for
physical persons;

(e) funds reccivcd by legal entities, including
Russian scientific organizations, in connection
with Centre's p.rojects and activities, shall be
exluded in determining the profiu of these
organizations for the purpose of tax liabiliry;
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(f) funds reccivcd by pcrsons, in panicular scientists
or spccialists, in coanection with thc Centrc's
projccs or aclivitics, shall not bc includcd in
thosc persons' taxable income;

(ii) (a) the Centrc, governments, intcr-governmental
organizations, and non-govcrnmcnal organiz-
aiions shall havc thc right to movc funds relatcd
to thc Centrc and its projccrs or activitics, orhcr
than Russian currcnsy, into or out of thc
Russian Federation without rcstriction, Each
shall have thc right to so movc only amounts
not cxceeding thc total amount it movcd into
the Russian Fedcration;

(b) to finance thc Ccntrc and its projccrs and acti-
vities, rhc Ccntrc shall be cntided, for itsclf and
on behalf of the cntities rcfcrred to in
subparagraph (ii) (a), to scll forcign currency oo
the intcrnal currcndy markct of rhc Russian
Fcderation;

(iii) personnel of non-Russian organizations raking pan
in any Centrc project or activity and who are not
Russian nationals shall be excmpt from thc payment
of any customs duties and chargcs upon persooal or
household goods imponcd into, cxponcd from, or
used in the Russian Fcdcration for thc pcrsonal usc

of such pcrsonncl or mcmbers of thcir femilies,

An;cb xI
A. The Panics shall closely cooPcratc in ordcr to
facilitatc rhc settlcmcnr of lcgal pocccdings and claims
under this Articlc.

B. Unlcss otherwise atrccd, the Govcrnmcnt of thc

Russian Fedcration shall, in respcct of lcgal procccdings

and claims by Russiah nationals or organizations, other
rhan contractual claims, arising our of thc acts or
omissions of thc Ccntrc or its personnil done in thc
performance of thc Ccntre's activitics:

(i) not bring any legal procccdings against thc Ccatrc
and its personncl;

(ii) assume responsibility for dcaling with lcgal' 
proceedings and claims brought by thc aforcmcn-
tioned against rhe Ccntrc and ir pcrsonncl;

(iii) hold thc Ccntre and its personnel harmlcss in rcpect

of lcgal proccedings and cleims rcfcrrcd to in

subparagraph (ii) abovc.

C. Thc provisioos of this Anicle shall not prevcnt
compensation or indcmnity available under applicable
international aglccmcnrs or national law of any statc.

D. Nothing in paragraph (B) shall bc constued to
prevcnt lcgal proceedings or claims against Russian
nationals or permanent residcnrs of the Russian
Fedcrarion.

Anicle XII
A. Personnel of the Govcrnments of the States or the
European Communirics that are Panies present in the
Russian Fcderation in conncction with the Ccntre or its
projccts and activitics shall bc accorded, by thc
Governmcnr of the Russian Fcderarion, satus equivalent
to that accorded to administrativc and technical staff
undcr rhc Vicnna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
of 18 April 1961.

B. Pcrsonnel of the Centre shall bc accordcd, by the
Govcrnmenr of rhe Russian Federation, the privileges
aod immunities usually accorded to officials of interna-
tional organizations, namcly:

(i) immunity from arrest, detcntion, and legal process,
including criminal, civil, and administrative juris-
diction, in rcspcct of words spoken or written and
all acts performcd by them in their official capacity;

(ii) cxemption from any income, social sccurity, or
other taxation, dutics, or other charges, exccpt
those that are normally incorporatcd in thc pricc of
goods or paid for services rcndcrcd;

(iii) immuniry from social sccuriry provisions;

(iv) immuniry from immigratioo rcstrictions and from
alicn rcgistration; and

(v) right to impon their furniiurc and cffecu, at thc
timc of first taking up their post, free of any
Russian tariffs, dues, customs duties, import taxes,
and othcr similar taxcs or charges.

C. Any Pany may notify the Executive Director of
any pcrson, other than those in paragraphs (A) and (D),
who vill bc in rhe Russian Fcdcration in conncction with
thc Center's projects and acdvities. A Pany making such

a notification shall inform such pcrsons of their duty to
respcct lhe laws and regulations of the Russian

Fcderation. The Executivc Director shall notify thc
Governmcnt of the Russian Fedcration, which , shall

accord to such persons thc bcnefis in subparagraph (B)
(ii) to (v) and a status adequate for carrying ou! the
projcct or activiry,



31 12 92 Qfficial Joumal of the Europcan Communities No L 409/7

D. Rcprcsentatives of thc Panies on rhe Govcrniog
Board, thc Exccutivc Director, and thc Deputy Executivc
Directors shall be accordcd by thc Govcrnmcnt of thc
Russiari Fcderation, in addition to the privilcgcs and
immunities lisred in paragraphs (A) and (B) of *ris
Article, thc privileges, immunities, cxcmptions, and
facilitics gcncrally accorded to thc represcntatives of
mcmbers and cxccutivc hcads of inrernational organiz-
ations in accordadce wirh international law.

E. Norhing in this Aniclc shall requirc the
Govemmcnt of thc Russian Fcdcration to providc the
privilegcs and immunities provided in paragraphs (A),
(B) rnd (D) of this Aniclc to its narionals or its
permanent residcnts.

F. \Tithout prcjudice to the privileges, immunities,
and othcr bcncfis providcd above, it ist thc duty of all
pcrsons enjoying privileges, immunities, and bcnefits
unrcr rhis Anicle rc rcspcct the laws and rcgular.ions of
rhc Russian Federation.

G. Nothing in this Agrecmcnr shall be construcd to
derogatc from privilegcs, immunitics, and other bcnefits
granted to personnel described in paragraphs (A) to (D)
under other agrecments.

Article XIII
Any state desiring ro becomc Pany ro this Agreement
shall notify the Govening Board through rhe Exccutive
Dirccor. The Governing Board shall provide such a
statc with cenified copics of this Agreement through rhc
Exccutivc Dircctor. Upon approval by the Govcrning
Board, that state shall bc permittcd to acccdc to rhis
Agrecmcnt. This Agreemcnt shall entcr into forcc for
that sratc on the thinieth (30th) day aficr thc date on
which its insrrument of accession is dcpositcd. In the
cvcnt. rhat 1 srale or Statei of thc CIS and Georgia
acccdc rc rhis Agreement, that Statc or thosc States shall
comply with thc obligarions undenaken by the
Govemmcnt of the Russian Fcdcration in Anicles VIII,
IX(C) and X to XII.

Article XIV

Although nothing in this Agreemcnr limiu the righrs of
thc Panies to pursue Projccx without rcsort to thc

Ccntrc, rhc Panics shall make their bcst cffons ro use
thc Ccntre whcn pursuiog projccts of character end
objectivcs appropriatc to the Ccnrrc.

Article XV
A. This Agreemcnt shall be subjcct to rcview by the
Parties rwo years aftcr cnrry into forcc. This review shall
take into account the financial commitmcns and
paymenrs of the Panies.

B. This Agrecment may be amcndcd by writtcn
agrecmcnt of all the Panies.

C. A-ny Pany may withdraw from this Agrcemcnt six
months afrcr written notificarion ro the orher Panies.

Anick XW

Any qucsrion or disputc relating to rhe applicarion or
intcrpretarion of rhis Agrecment shall be the subjcct of
consultation bctwccn the Panics.

Afiicle XV

Vith a view to financing projccts as soon as possiblc, thc
four Signatorics shall establish necessary interim
procedures until the adoption of thc Statute by rhe
Govcrning Board, These shall includc, in particular, the
appointmeot of an Executivc Director and nccessary scaff
and thc esrablishment of procedures for rhe submission,
review, and approval of projecs.

Artkle XWII

A. This Agreemcnr shall bc open for signaturc by thc
United States of America, Japan, thc Russian Fcderation
and, acting as one parry, thc European Aromic Encrgy
Communiry and European Economic Community.

B. Each Signatory shall notify the orhcrs rhrough
diplomatic channcls that it has completed all internal
procedures necessary !o bc bound by this Agrccmcnt,

C. This Agrccmcnt shall enrcr into force upon ;hc
thinieth (30rh) day after the date of thc last notification
dcscribed in paragraph (B).

IN \TITNESS 'VHEREOF the undersigncd, bcing duly audrorizcd therero, have signed rhis
Agrecmcnt.

Done at Moscow on 27 Novcmbcr 1992, in the Danish, Dutch, English, French, Gcrman,
Greek, lralian, Japanesc, Ponuguese, Russian and Spanish languages, each tcxt bcing equally
authentic.
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FOR:
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Ihe Rwsian Federation
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Dcdentioa uedc by the Rcprcscntrtivcc of thc Coamuaity oa tf,c sigoing of tlc Agrccmcot
otlblirhirt tLc Intcrnetiood Scicacc end Tcchaology Ccntrc

'Thc Communiry dcclares that thc Ccntrc shall havc lcgal pcrsonaliry and cnjoy thc most
cxrcnsivc lcgal cepeciry to lcgal pcrsons undcr hws applicablc in thc Community, and, in
panicular, may contract, acquirc and disposc of movablc and immovablc propcrry and be a
party to lcgal procccdings.'


